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                  GATHERING OF HOPE
September 24 2006 – 2-5pm

Montpelier, Statehouse Lawn

Organised by Lots of Hope
http://www.lotsofhope.org
In conjunction with the International Day of Peace in September 2006, this event aims to raise public awareness of the threats posed by poverty, environmental degradation, and the proliferation of nuclear weapons. We expect this Vermont-based event to build public solidarity and momentum on these issues while generating broad political support for initiatives put forward by grassroots communities. We see the event itself - and the larger participatory process behind it - as an affirmation of our collective power and a celebration of our collective wisdom and imagination. We invite others from beyond our borders to join us in this effort. 

* During this event, there will be a flock of white homing doves released to send the message of peace and sustainability flying across the State of Vermont.

1:30pm
Gather in State parking lots in Montpelier

2pm
· Silent Peace Walk, led by local Buddhist monks and nuns, from parking lots surrounding the State House to the State House lawn.

· Welcome. Introduction to William Sloane Coffin's legacy.

· Remarks from Madeleine Kunin - former Governor of Vermont and former U.S. Ambassador to Switzerland.

· Remarks from Ramu Damodaran - editor of the United Nations Chronicle and an activist on civil rights and other issues.

· Remarks from William McKibben - journalist, activist, environmentalist, and visiting scholar in environmental studies at Middlebury College.


Readings by poets David Budbill and Greg Delanty.

4pm – 5pm
Music, dancing, conversations, and networking on issues related to poverty, environmental degradation and weapons proliferation.

Please contact dhremote@earthlink.net if you are interested in supporting or volunteering for this event.
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